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Thread Together program and volunteer lead Nicole Roberls with co-ordinator Mary Brierley. Plcture by Kate Healy

Delivering the goods

KIRRA GRIMES

A NEW charity initiative is
making high-quality cloth-
ing essentials accessible to
all, but it needs more help
to continue.

The Thread Together Mo-
bile Wardrobe van will spend
the next six months visiting
towns throughout the Cen-
tral Highlands to deliver
brand-new clothing, free-of-
charge, to those who need
it most.

The service is an extension

of the Thread Together hub
that has operated out of the
former Cafs (Child and Fam-
ily Services) op shop behind
Grenville Street for the past
two years.

Anyone with a referral
from Cafs or another welfare
provider can make an ap-
pointment to visit the space
and pick out eight clothing
items, plus underwear,
shoes, socks and accesso-
ries for no cost. Clients can
return every three months if
necessary to choose clothes
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appropriate to the season.

All items available to
choose from are unworn
excess stock donated by
major fashion retailers such
as Myer, David Jones, and
The Iconic.

Cafs runs the service in
Ballarat, and has a schedule
of regional visits planned
for the van including Ararat,
Bacchus Marsh and Dayles-
ford.

It's available, via referral,
to anyone in the commu-
nity who is experiencing
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hardship including people
encountering homelessness,
women and children escap-
ing family violence, long-
term unemployed, refugees,
and more.

"It's about choice and
dignity,” Cafs Program
and Volunteer Lead Nicole
Roberts said. "Some people
have never had the choice to
come to a shop and pick out
a brand new outfit they love.

"With the cost of living, a
lot of people don't even have
a spare dollar."

The van is on loan from
Sydney for now, but the hope
is to make it a permanent
service to ensure people in
more remote areas don't
miss out. To do that, Cafs
needs to raise about $40,000
a year, plus bring on more
volunteers.

"We know the need is out
there, so we want to make
sure we've got the resources
to respond,” Ms Roberts said.

To find out more or register
your interest in volunteering,
visit cafs.org.au
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WENDOUREE TRAINS/
BUSESTO MELBOURNE
Depart 4.23am from
Ballarat* (arr 5.48am)
5.18am (arr 6.40) 5.35am*
(7.05am) 5.56am (7.21am)
6.14am (7.44am) 6.37am
(8.03am) 6.55am (8.23am)
7.18am (8.46am) 7.39am
(9.05am) 8.03am (9.51am)
8.38am (10.11am) 9.18am
(10.51am) 9.58am (11.31am)
10.38am(12.11pm) 11.18am
(12.51pm) 11.58am(1.31pm)
12.38pm (2.1 pm) 1.18pm
(2.51pm) 1.58pm (3.31pm)
2.38pm (4.11pm) 3.18pm
(4.51pm) 3.45pm (5.22pm)
4pm bus (6.10pm) 4.40pm
(6.28pm) 5.26pm (7.07pm)
6.07pm (7.47) 6.47pm (8.23)
7.28pm (9.03) 8.07pm
(9.43) 8.47pm (10.23pm)
9.27pm (11.03) 10.07pm
(11.43) 10.47pm (12.23am)
11.27pm (1.03am)
MELBOURNE TRAINS/
BUSES TO WENDOUREE
Depart 5.13am (arr
6.51am) 5.51am(7.33)
6.31am (8.18am) 7.11am
(8.52am) 7.53am (9.31am)
8.36am (10.11am) 9.16am
(10.51am) 9.56am (11.31am)
10.36am(12.11pm) 11.16am
(12.51pm) 11.56am(1.31pm)
12.36pm (2.11pm) 1.16pm
(2.51pm) 1.56pm (3.31pm)
2.36pm (4.11pm) 3.16pm
(4.51pm) 3.59pm (5.23pm)
4.17pm (5.42pm) 4.39pm
(6.05pm) 4.58pm (6.23pm)
5.18pm (6.45pm) 5.38pm
(7.03pm) 5.58pm (7.25pm)
6.19pm (7.43pm) 6.48pm
(8.21pm) 7.28pm (9.01)
8.08pm (9.41) 8.48pm
(10.21) 9.28pm (11.01)
10.08pm (11.41) 11.08pm
(12.41) 11.52pm (1.25am)
I Buses Melbourne-Melton

LOTTO

Monday Tattslotto draw 4276
Winning numbers: 28, 4, 36, 17,
13,4

Supplementaries: 5 and 2.
Division 1: Not won.
Division 2: $9262.85.
Division 3: $470.00.
Division 4: $26.00.
Division 5: $15.45.
Division 6: $9.60.

The Courier is published by Regional Publishers (Western Victoria) Pty Ltd. ABN 40 006 247 016, ACN 006 247 016 at
2 Webster Street, Ballarat. Telephone 03 5320 1200. *Recommended and maximum price only. Freight surcharge extra.
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O Sent direct to your inbox

C Browse the latest headlines
O Breaking news as it happens
C Select your favourite topics

Get access today at thecourier.com.au



